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Health Reform

The Patient 

Protection 

and Affordable Care 

Act

Health Care and 

Education 

Reconciliation Act of  

2009

• Stronger Consumer Protections

• Improved Public Programs

• Investments in Prevention & Health Care    

Workforce

• 32 million uninsured will now have insurance!!



Pathways to Coverage

Existing & 

Enhanced
Medicaid/CHIP

Employer-Based 

Coverage

Exchange

Existing & Improved

New

Existing & Improved Individual Market



Health Insurance Changes: 
Improved Consumer Protections

As of 6/23/10:
• Establishes temporary high-

risk pool

As of 9/23/10:
• Prohibits pre-existing condition 

exclusions for children

• Coverage for dependents up to 
26

• Eliminates lifetime and annual 
limits

• Prohibits insurance companies 
from dropping beneficiaries 
due to illness

• Requires health plans to cover 
immunizations and Bright 
Futures preventive care and 
screening procedures

• Prohibits insurance plans from 
imposing cost-sharing 
requirements on prevention 
services (new plans)

In 2014:
• Prohibits pre-existing condition 

exclusions for all

• Required to provide “essential 
health benefits,” includes 
pediatric services



A New Insurance Market: 
Exchanges

• Creates state-based 

exchanges

• To participate in exchange, 

insurers must comply with 

federal criteria

• Subsidies will be made 

available to families earning 

under 400 percent of the FPL 

($88K for 4) to help with the 

purchase of coverage under 

the exchange

• Consumer friendly Web portal

• Plans offered in exchange 
must include pediatric 
services, including oral and 
vision.

• Allows child-only health plans 
to be sold. 

• “No wrong door” – streamlines 
enrollment in Medicaid, CHIP 
& exchange



Reaching Kids: Investments in 
Community Health Centers and Schools

Community Health 
Centers

• 36 percent of patient 
population are kids

• Serves significant 
percentage of minority 
population

• Will receive $11 billion 
over next 5 years to 
improve existing centers 
and build new ones

School Based Health 
Clinics

• Serves more than 1 
million children and 
adolescents

• New law establishes 
federal grant program to 
establish new clinics



Public Health Investments

Oral Health Care 
Prevention

• Launch 5-year national 
campaign focused on oral 
health care and 
prevention

• Awards grants to all 
states and territories to 
support school-based 
dental sealant programs

Childhood Obesity

• Authorizes funding to 
support the Childhood 
Obesity Demonstration 
Project

• Requires states to 
develop public 
awareness campaigns 
targeted at Medicaid 
enrollees



Youth Pregnancy & STD 

Prevention

• Provides grants to support both 

abstinence-only and 

contraceptive education 

programs

Immunizations

• Provides grants to states to 

improve provision of 

recommended immunizations

Additional Federal Investments

• Funding to expand and sustain 

national investments in prevention 

and public health programs

• Establishes National Prevention, 

Health Promotion and Public 

Health Council

Public Health Investments



Other Provisions

• Nursing Mothers

– Requires employers to provide reasonable break 
and place for an employee to express breast milk

• Reauthorizes Wakefield Emergency Medical 
Services for Children program

• Investments in health care workforce



When we invest in children’s 
health we strengthen America
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