
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, and is an opportunity to turn our 
focus—and our lawmakers’ focus—to ensuring that all of New York’s 
children are safe and are given a real chance to live happy, fulfilling 
lives.   
 
Children in New York who have been neglected or abused are 
more likely than children in other states to experience a 
recurrence of abuse or neglect within one year.1  Additionally, New 
York’s children were less likely to be placed in a permanent home 

within one year of entering foster care than children in 36 other states, with only 33% of New York 
children placed in a permanent home within a year of placement into foster care, while nationally, the 
number was 40%.2  New York ranks near the bottom nationally on numerous child welfare 
measures, including those related to child safety and placing children in permanent homes, 
according to a recent federal review of child welfare across the nation.  Despite New York’s 
shockingly poor record in the area of child welfare, the State budget included little investment in child 
welfare or child well-being.    
 
The best way to keep New York’s children safe and foster their overall well-being is to prevent child 
abuse and neglect.  Research has shown unmet mental health needs, substance use disorders, 
financial distress, lack of social support, and other factors contribute to abuse and neglect.3  
Recognizing that risk factors associated with maltreatment are societal, parental, and child-related, 
interventions need to address all of these domains. 
 
We have tools proven to prevent child maltreatment.  Maternal, infant and early childhood home 

visiting—where trained professionals partner with families to strengthen parenting skills, and connect 

families with community resources—is one of those tools.  Home visiting has been shown to reduce 

child abuse and neglect by up to 50%,4, 5 while also improving child health outcomes6 and school 

readiness.7  Notwithstanding home visiting’s proven record of strengthening families, the State has 

consistently appropriated only enough funds to make home visiting available to a small fraction of 

new and expecting New York State families with young children who would benefit from this service.  

In 2014, there were fewer than 12,000 opportunities available in evidence-based home visiting 

programs for New York families, while there were more than 330,000 New York children under age 

five living in poverty who might have benefited from this type of service.8  This year’s State budget 

reduced funding for home visiting programs, compared to last year, meaning that it will be hard for 

programs to maintain present caseloads, let alone expand services to the tens of thousands of 

families currently unserved.  At the same time, funding for preventive and protective care of children 

remained flat-funded.   

 

We are confident that New York can do better.  We have the tools.  It will take a focused 
commitment of resources together with a deep understanding of the challenges.  The Schuyler 
Center is committed to working with partners from around the state to protect and improve the well-
being of all New York’s children. 
 
For more information and recommendations regarding child welfare in New York State, click here for 

the Schuyler Center’s Hopeful Futures for New York’s Children: Advancing Child Welfare. 
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http://www.scaany.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Hopeful-Futures-for-New-Yorks-Children_January2016-2.pdf
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